HUMANITIES RESEARCH AMONG LEAST CITED AFTER FIVE YEARS

A recent Times Higher Education article reported on differences in the volume of uncited research in various disciplines.
A five-year analysis of bibliometric data from Elsevier’s Scopus database found that authors in the fields of chemistry
or neuroscience were almost always cited after five years. Conversely, much of the research in the arts and humanities
remained uncited after five years. The article suggests that differences in citation culture among fields may be a factor
in this variation and describes recent efforts to determine an article’s impact by using more than citation counts.

Disciplines with Highest Rates of Uncited Research after Five Years, 2012-2017

Visual Arts and Performing Arts
Literature and Literary Theory
Pharmacy

Architecture

Religious Studies

Music 60.1

Cultural Studies 513

History 56.5
Philosophy 52.2
Media Technology 519
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Disciplines with Lowest Rates of Uncited Research after Five Years, 2012-2017

Molecular Medicine

Cognitive Neuroscience
Developmental Biology

Organic Chemistry

Behavioral Neuroscience
Electrochemistry

Cellular and Molecular Neuroscience
Ecological Modeling

Colloid and Surface Chemistry

Catalysis

1.5

13
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11
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6.7

6.4
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Source: Simon Baker, “How Much Research Goes Completely Uncited?” Times Higher Education. https://www.timeshighereducation.
com/news/how-much-research-goes-completely-uncited.




